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The dialectic of acculturation in contemporary Kurdish
theatrical performance

Prof. Dr. Ali Muhammad Hadi Al-Rubaie

Abstract:-

Acculturation is based on the convergence and interaction of
cultures, an inevitable consequence of the relationships that bind
human groups (influence and being influenced, interaction,
encounter, proximity, dialogue, blending, sharing, integration,
etc.). This outcome impacts all aspects of a culture, leading to
changes in characteristics, expressions, and performances, which
in turn directly affect an art form like theater, which is based on
cultural hierarchies (formal and thematic). This research focuses
on the dialectic of acculturation in Kurdish theatrical
performance, given its various approaches to the concept of
acculturation. For many decades, Kurdish theater remained
confined to its immediate environment, stagnating and
addressing narrow, local themes due to a lack of openness to
other cultures. However, in recent years, this theater has
witnessed an openness to the other (Arab and international),
establishing new theatrical environments that have interacted
with the prevailing local culture, producing a new environment
that has revitalized what had been stagnant and dominated this
theater for many years. Furthermore, the research examines the
dialectical intercultural relationship in the experience of one
Kurdish director, Arslan Darwish, and how his productions
engage with the structure of culture (original/imported) as a
cognitive and ideological discourse.
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