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A Critical Study of Language Reform and Simplification: Shawqi
Daif and Muhammad Eid as Two Representative Models

Prof. Dr. Hojjat Rasouli
Prof. Dr. mohammad Ibrahim khalifeh shoshtary
Asst. Lect. Alaa Ahmed Shihab Al-Suwaidi
Ministry of Education, General Directorate of Education, Bagdad

Abstract:-

The issue of linguistic reform and simplification in the Arabic language is
considered one of the most controversial topics among linguists and intellectuals.
Some believe that developing the language and simplifying its rules is necessary to
keep pace with the modern era, while others warn that such attempts may
weaken Classical Arabic and obscure its identity. This study aims to analyze and
critique the views of reformists and simplifiers by examining their justifications
and objectives and exploring the impact of these approaches on the structure and
future of the language.
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The research is guided by several key questions, most notably: To what extent
can reform and simplification be considered a linguistic necessity? What are their
acceptable limits without harming the authenticity of the language? Does
simplification lead to easier learning or to the weakening of linguistic skills?
Accordingly, the study hypothesizes that there is a need for a balanced approach
that combines development with preservation—allowing for the modernization of
the language without compromising its essence and fundamental rules.

The research adopts an analytical and critical methodology, reviewing and
discussing the views of reformists and simplifiers through the analysis of real
examples of linguistic reform attempts. A critical perspective is then presented
based on sound linguistic standards. The study concludes that reform and
simplification can be positive if applied within clear scientific and methodological
guidelines. However, excessive reform without careful study may lead to the
fragmentation of the language’s structure and the weakening of communication
in Classical Arabic. Therefore, the study recommends the establishment of
academic regulations for any process of linguistic development and emphasizes
the involvement of specialized linguistic institutions to maintain a balance
between authenticity and innovation.

“Keywords: Linguistic reform, linguistic simplification, language transfer, reformists *
and simplifiers in language.
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