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_"The Method of the Traveler™ and ""The Sipping of the Stroke™

by Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi
A Comparative Methodological Study

Assist: Duaa Nafi' Badri Kazim
Ministry of Education - General Directorate of Education in Babylon

Abstract:-

Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi (d. 745 AH) is one of the most prominent scholars of grammar and
language in the Arab heritage, leaving behind a rich scholarly legacy that testifies to the breadth of
his knowledge and the depth of his approach. Among his many works, "Manhaj al-Salik fi al-Kalam
ala Alfiyyah Ibn Malik" and "Irtishaf al-Darb min Lisan al-Arab" stand out as two major works that
reflect the development of his grammatical thought and his analytical approach. This study presents
a comparison between the two books. In terms of objectives, methodology, content and
characteristics.The book "Manhaj al-Salik fi al-Kalam'ala Alfiyyah Ibn Malik™ is a commentary on lbn
Malik's Alfiyyah, one of the most important grammatical texts in the Arab heritage. In this book, Abu
Hayyan aims to explain the Alfiyyah and clarify its grammatical issues, with a focus on the
differences between the Basran and Kufic schools. As for the book “Irtishaaf Al-Darb Min Lisan Al-
Arab,” it is a comprehensive grammatical encyclopedia in which Abu Hayyan collected the sources
and tributaries of grammar up to his time, presenting a broader and more comprehensive vision of
Arabic grammar, with important methodological and linguistic additions.
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The book “Manhaj Al-Salik” relies on the objective presentation of grammatical opinions in
many cases without preference, as the study found that Abu Khayan did not prefer many of the
controversial issues that were addressed in his book (Manhaj Al-Salik), but rather was satisfied with
presenting opinions. As for his other book “Irtishaf Al-Darb”, his opinion appears clear and more
daring in preference and criticism, as he presents a unique method that blends the Moroccan and
Eastern cultures. It also relies on comparison between Semitic languages to solve some linguistic
problems.Also, the approach of Al-Salik was focused mostly on the grammatical issues mentioned in
Ibn Malik’s Alfiyyah and his explanation of the verses of the Alfiyyah, with his attention to
mentioning the disagreement between the two main grammatical schools and between individuals
of one school. As for his book Irtishaaf Al-Darb, we see him go beyond grammar to broader fields
that include morphology, language, and semantics. with his special interest in the diversity of
grammarians' opinions, the preference for one group, and the other's inclusion. He also presented
the views of grammarians throughout the ages in an extensive manner.

Through our study of the two books, it becomes clear that "Irtishaf al-Darb" represents a more
mature and developed phase in Abu Hayyan's grammarian thought, combining the cultures of the
East and the West and presenting a more comprehensive and integrated approach to the study of
Arabic grammar. Meanwhile, "Manhaj al-Salik" remains an important work, but it is limited in
explaining the millennium and clarifying grammatical differences. Together, the two books reflect
= the development of Abu Hayyan's thought and his approach to the study of grammar and language.

Keywords: Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi, The Way of the Traveler, Sipping the Beat, Ibn Malik.
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