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The Pragmatics of DiIscourse In Al-Sayyab's Poetry: A Study of
Stranger on the Gulf and Raln Song as Models

Asst. Prof. Dr. Zainab Mohammed Aboud Jasem

Zainab19.mohammed.a@gmail.com
Ministry of Education / General Directorate of Education in Babylon

Abstract:-

The approaches of critical research have significantly diversified and
diverged, reflecting the wide variation in schools of thought that have
engaged with creative discourse. The purpose behind this multiplicity of
methods and critical practices is to uncover the semantic depth within the
discourse, to grasp the circumstances surrounding its production by its
creator, and to define its intended purpose within the framework of
communication between the author and their audience—given that the
audience is one of the most vital parties in the creative act. Modern critical
studies have demonstrated the effectiveness of the recipient and the extent
of their influence on the author's awareness, as well as their contribution to
reinforcing the discourse through mechanisms that highlight its intentions,
affirming the presence of the audience as either explicitly or implicitly
embedded within the text.

The pragmatic theory has offered insights not provided by other critical
theories, grounded in several reading mechanisms that assist in clarifying
the writer's or poet's intentions. These mechanisms also help in accurately
understanding the discourse based on the new communicative understanding
of language—one that does not separate the reality of the text from the
reality of its reading and interpretation. By employing a pragmatic approach
in analyzing two poems by the poet Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, this study
reveals the importance of pragmatic methodology in receiving poetic
discourse in particular, through various discursive strategies developed by
the efforts of pragmatists, philosophers, and linguists.

Keywords.: Pragmatics, Poetic Discourse, Speech Acts, Deixis,
Implicature, Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, Hymn of the Rain, Stranger on the
“Gul.
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