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The Anclent Egyptian language and Its scripts In light of the
French orfentallst vislon:sylvestre de sacy, Jean -francols
Champollion ,and Etienne Quatremere as Models

Dr.Fatima Sami Shihab Ahmed Al-Maadidi
fatima.sami@uoanbar.edu.iq

University of Anbar/College of Education For Girls/
Department of History

Abstract:-

This research addresses the study of the ancient Egyptian language
and its writing systems (Hieroglyphic, Hieratic, Demotic, and Coptic)
through the lens of French Orientalist thought, which played a pivotal
role in deciphering and reviving the ancient Egyptian language
scientifically. The research highlights the major contributions of
French Orientalists, particularly after the discovery of the Rosetta
Stone, which marked a significant turning point in understanding the
hieroglyphic script. Jean-Frangois Champollion’s efforts are central to
this study, as he is credited with solving the mystery of this complex
script that had long puzzled scholars. The study also sheds light on the
nature of the Orientalist discourse and how it dealt with the Egyptian
writing systems—not only as tools of linguistic expression but as a
key to uncovering the secrets of an ancient civilization.
Additionally, the research examines the perspectives of French
scholars on the development of the hieroglyphic script and its
evolution into later scripts. It also discusses how Orientalists viewed
the Egyptian language in connection with its religious, cultural, and
symbolic dimensions. The study aims to provide a critical analysis of
Orientalist approaches—whether they were objective or influenced by
colonial and ideological motives—and whether these writings relied
on documented evidence or were shaped by imagination and
stereotypical views of the East. The study also highlights the lasting
presence of Champollion’s name in academic writings and modern
cinematic portrayals of Egyptian hieroglyphs and antiquities.
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“Keywords: Language - Scripts — Orientalism - Hieroglyphs -*
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