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Criminal Llablilty of Private Legal Entltles
for Environmental Crimes
Prof. Dr. Khalid Khudair Daham
Assistant Lecturer Shatha Ali Ahmed
Universily of Hilla / College of Law
Abstract[:-

The contemporary environment is witnessing increasing threats as a
result of uncontrolled industrial growth and the unplanned expansion
of activities in the economic field, especially those carried out by
major private legal entities, particularly in the industrial sector and
the oil and derivatives extraction sector, which has led to increased
pollution rates and environmental degradation. The social and health
damage has worsened, necessitating decisive legal intervention to

protect the environment as a shared resource of humanity.

In this context, criminal law no longer holds only natural persons
accountable, but has evolved to include legal entities, particularly
private legal entities, for criminal acts committed within their activities
or in their name. Environmental crimes are among these.[]
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These actions are particularly striking due to their collective nature
and far-reaching effects across time and space.

Accordingly, this research aims to highlight the legal and
jurisprudential basis for the criminal liability of companies for
environmental crimes, and then to clarify the elements of an
environmental crime committed by a legal entity, while reviewing the
penalties stipulated in this context according to Iragi law and
international approaches.D

« Keywords: Environmental crimes, criminal liability, criminal law. .
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13. Basel Conwention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, 1989.

14. OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, 2011 Edition.

15. United Nations Environment Programmer (UNEP), The State of Knowledge
on Environmental Crimes

16. United Nations Global Compact, Principles 7-9, available at:
www.unglobalcompact.org

17. Environmental Crimes: A Growing Threat to Global Security, 2020
18. ARCHEVIES USA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE [

https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/volkswagen-spend-147-billion-settle-
allegations-cheating-emissions-tests-and-deceiving

19. Nigeria: Shell settles lawsuit _in _the Netherlands for €15 million over oil
spillages in Niger Delta - Business & Human Rights Resource Centre

20. Ministry of Environment and Forestry lawsuit (re revocation of Dairi Prima
Mineral permit, Indonesia) - Business & Human Rights Resource Centre
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Office_of Public_Affairs | Princess Cruise Lines and its Parent Company
Plead Guilty to Environmental Probation Violations, Ordered to Pay $20 .
Million Criminal Penalty | United States Department of Justice

https://www.epa.gov/ca/exide-vernon-ca
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United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), The State of Knowledge
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