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Abstract

Propaganda Content on the Russian Sputnik Website During the Russia—Ukraine Crisis

His study explores the propaganda content directed at Ukraine through electronic media
platforms, with a specific focus on the Arabic-language version of the Russian news website
Sputnik. The significance of this research lies in its aim to identify and analyze the nature
of Russian propaganda messages and the mechanisms through which digital media is
employed to influence public opinion during international crises.

The study examines the types of content disseminated by Sputnik throughout the
Russia—Ukraine crisis, highlighting the strategies used by Russian media to justify the
Kremlin's policies and construct a favorable image of Russia, while simultaneously
distorting the image of the Ukrainian government and its Western allies.

The analysis reveals that the website employed several propaganda techniques,
including portraying Russia as a victim of Western hegemony, emphasizing the “liberation”
of separatist regions such as Donbas, and utilizing emotionally charged language with terms
like “neo-Nazism” and “persecution of Russian speakers.” It also marginalized the
Ukrainian narrative and amplified the Russian viewpoint.

Furthermore, the findings show that Sputnik played a key role in disseminating targeted
messages via digital platforms, taking advantage of modern journalistic tools and field
reports to shape media discourse in line with Russian political agendas.

The study concludes that Sputnik represents a model of state-directed propaganda
media, using the digital information space to disseminate strategic content as part of an
ongoing information warfare campaign serving Russia’s geopolitical interests..
Keywords:

Propaganda, Sputnik website, electronic news.
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