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Abstract

Amal Dunqul’s (1940—-1983) collection "Papers of Room 8" (1983) stands as one of the
most prominent Arabic poetic experiences that confronted death face-to-face, transforming
physical suffering into a creative text that transcends the individual self to become a
testament to an entire era. The poet composed this collection while battling cancer in his
room at the National Cancer Institute (Room No. 8), turning this space into a microcosm of
a dystopian world that reflects modern man’s oppression and helplessness before forces
beyond his control.

This study seeks to approach the collection from a dystopian perspective, viewing it as a
text that portrays a bleak world where various forms of oppression—physical, political, and
existential—intersect. Within this realm, the hospital morphs into a prison, illness becomes
a metaphor for collective defeat, and death evolves into an inescapable daily reality. The
significance of this approach lies in the capacity of dystopian literature to provide effective
analytical tools for understanding Dunqul’s experience as a universal human ordeal rather
than mere individual suffering.
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